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Texas shares approximately half of the 1,954-mile U.S.-Mexican
border,  making  it  a  primary  entry  point  for  illegal
immigrants.  In  2011,  the  U.S.  border  patrol  apprehended
125,821 illegal immigrants in Texas alone. This high volume of
illegal immigration presents significant challenges to Texas
and the entire U.S., including economic, social, and security
concerns.

Economic Impact: The influx of undocumented immigrants can
strain  public  resources  and  social  services,  leading  to
potential  economic  challenges.  It  is  essential  to  find  a
balance  between  humanitarian  concerns  and  fiscal
responsibility.  Economically,  illegal  immigrants  impose  a
significant burden on the state’s resources. They account for
about 14% of the students in Texas public schools when U.S.-
born children of illegal immigrants are included, costing the
state  around  $3.75  billion  annually.  Furthermore,  illegal
immigrants are more likely to live in poverty, with about 58%
taking advantage of welfare programs, which cost the state an
additional $803.3 million annually.

National Security Threat: Open borders can be exploited by
criminal organizations, smugglers, and potential terrorists.
Ensuring national security becomes a formidable task in such a
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scenario. From a security perspective, the long Texas-Mexico
border  requires  significant  resources  to  secure,  including
workforce,  equipment,  technology,  and  infrastructure.  The
overall budget for all agencies and operating costs in 2011
was $56.3 billion. Despite these efforts, illegal immigration
continues to be a significant issue.

Rule of Law: The rule of law is fundamental to the stability
and functioning of any society. Ignoring illegal immigration
can undermine the integrity of legal immigration processes and
overall societal trust. The open border policy rewards those
who  break  the  law  by  entering  the  country  illegally,
undermining  the  efforts  of  those  who  seek  to  immigrate
legally. Moreover, it threatens national security, as it may
allow criminals and potentially dangerous individuals to enter
the country undetected.

Public Health: Health concerns, especially during pandemics,
are exacerbated by unchecked immigration. It is vital to have
measures  to  ensure  the  health  and  safety  of  the  incoming
immigrants and the resident population.

Social  Cohesion:  Large-scale,  unregulated  immigration  can
strain social cohesion, as it may lead to cultural clashes and
increased  polarization  within  society.  Socially,  the  rapid
growth of the Latino population in Texas, primarily due to
illegal immigration, threatens to influence state politics and
immigration policies. This demographic shift could lead to
policies  enabling  unlawful  immigration,  exacerbating  its
associated issues.

Addressing illegals

Immigration  and  open  border  issues  require  a  multifaceted
approach.  It  involves  ensuring  border  security,  reforming
immigration laws, and creating stricter laws for immigrants to
enter the country. Maintaining border security is essential to
prevent  criminal  activities  and  ensure  national  security.
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Investment in advanced technology and personnel can be part of
the solution.

It should be different from what the Biden administration has
done. For instance, it has expanded the Title 42 policy that
allows for increased expulsion of migrants while also granting
humanitarian  parole  to  30,000  people  from  each  country
monthly,  as  long  as  they  apply  for  asylum  legally.  Under
President Trump, the plan required adult asylum seekers to use
an app to book a meeting with U.S. officials or first claim
asylum in another country before reaching the U.S. Failure to
comply would make migrants ineligible if they subsequently go
the border.

The issue of illegal immigration and open borders in Texas and
the  United  States  has  become  challenging.  Under  President
Trump, there was a simple solution: Close the Borders!

The circumstances of their arrival are intriguing in that
unlike other illegal aliens, most OTMs  (other than Mexicans)
promptly turned themselves in. Why is it not known for sure?
There can be no doubt, however, that the scheme has given
Mexican  drug  cartels  and—potentially—terrorists  a  promising
opportunity to simply step over the invisible line that is our
border undetected by border tax adjustments or BTAs because
the agents processing the new arrivals could not handle their
posts.

To most Americans, the perception has long been that most of
those illegally crossing our southern border are Mexicans,
people coming here in search of work, looking to join family
or a gang. While that may have been the case, it is no longer
supported by the latest immigration numbers today. According
to a study done by Pew Research, detention of illegal Mexican
aliens is at an all-time low. The primary reasons cited for
the reversal are current mixed economic conditions, fewer job
opportunities  in  the  U.S.,  increases  in  deportations,  and
better border enforcement.  However, the number of illegal
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aliens has not diminished. As Mexicans have opted to stay
home, children from Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Honduras have
quickly  filled  the  vacuum.  Numerous  sources  indicate  that
President Obama’s and President Biden’s executive actions have
helped  spur  these  children  to  make  the  dangerous  journey
through Mexico and ultimately up to our border.

The question should be asked is if their parents are poor, how
can they come up with as much as $10,000 to have coyotes
(people paid by cartels to smuggle drugs and humans across
borders) or others bring their child up to the Rio Grande, the
natural  boundary  flowing  between  Mexico  from  the  U.S.  No
sources  could  be  found  to  suggest  that  terror  groups  are
funding the trips, but one must wonder who is.

That would be understandable if they were arriving in a group
of  five.  But  they  are  coming  in  droves  and  in  the  same
timeframe.  There  is  no  question  that  the  children  are
diverting BPAs from covering their guard posts so illegal
border crossers, in particular members of the Mexican drug
cartels, their “mules” (people hired to smuggle drugs into the
U.S.), as well as gang members and Special Interest Aliens
(SIA) can cross the border far more quickly. SIAs are of
considerable concern to our intelligence and law enforcement
agencies  for  obvious  reasons.  Stories  are  appearing  with
greater frequency on various news websites and blogs about how
radical Islamists are being stopped as they try to enter the
country.

In short:  active cells could attack critical electric-grid
substations, the failure of which could compromise or cripple
our entire electric infrastructure. Other obvious threats are
car bombs, improvised explosive devices (IEDs) placed on busy
highways or train tracks, and other devastating attacks. We
must close our borders now.
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