Coronavirus, China’s Lies,
and Bioweapons Research

By Cliff Kincaid

Americans are trying to stay safe, as government attempts to
contain the spread of the coronavirus. As this unfolds, let’s
hope that our “intelligence agencies” are taking an objective
and honest look at where this virus came from — and whether
other diseases are being planned for America and the world. A
recent case of alleged “academic espionage” involving China
raises the specter of American involvement in Chinese medical
and/or biological warfare research.

In making the charge that the Chinese coronavirus originated
in the United States, the Chinese have taken a page out of the
old Soviet playbook. As concern about AIDS was growing in the
1980s, the Soviet Union launched a disinformation campaign
charging that an American military laboratory had developed
the virus that caused HIV/AIDS.

The Soviets were 1lying in order to cover-up their own
biological weapons program. Is this what inspires the Chinese
lies?

The Soviet campaign included a Pravda cartoon showing an
American military officer receiving a vial with the AIDS virus
in exchange for providing cash to a doctor in a lab coat. Dead
bodies are on the ground around them.

In one of the most notorious examples of Communist
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disinformation appearing in the U.S. media, then-CBS Evening
News anchor Dan Rather picked up this story. He reported in a
matter-of-fact way, in a newscast on March 30, 1987, that a
Soviet publication had charged that an American military
laboratory had developed the virus that caused the AIDS
epidemic. He did not accompany this charge with any comment
from the Pentagon or the State Department.

The liberal anchorman had fallen for a Soviet ploy to use the
AIDS charge against the U.S. as a way to divert attention from
the Soviet program to develop Ebola and other viruses as
weapons.

This story had been exposed as Soviet disinformation even
before Rather aired it. Former KGB officer Oleg Gordievsky
later admitted the Soviet KGB role in spreading the AIDS
charge against the U.S. in his book, KGB —-The Inside Story,
calling the charge a “fabrication” that “also took in some of
the Western media.”

In the end, the Soviets had placed the charge in over 200
publications, as well as radio broadcasts, in 25 different
languages. This is the model the Chinese are using to divert
attention away from them.

The Soviet campaign was so effective that the Wilson Center
featured a discussion, “The AIDS Conspiracy: KGB and Stasi
Disinformation,” looking back at how the Soviets ran the
campaign in association with the East Germany intelligence
service. A subsequent report goes into substantial detail.

The reason we should revisit this controversy is to understand
why the Chinese communists are using the same kind of
disinformation today. The motives behind the Soviet campaign
involved far more than just smearing the United States. The
Soviet campaign was designed to distract attention from its
own biological weapons program. Ken Alibek, deputy chief of
the main Soviet biological weapons laboratory, disclosed in
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his book, Biohazard, that the Soviets had explored AIDS as a
weapon but concluded it was too unstable for use. However, he
said they did add smallpox to their arsenal. The Soviets tried
to cover up a biological weapons disaster at their own Army
biological research facility at Sverdlovsk, blaming the deaths
on tainted meat.

Similarly, it 1is reasonable to assume that the Chinese
disinformation attacking the U.S. Army as the source of the
coronavirus 1is designed to divert public attention from what
has been going on behind-the-scenes in Chinese labs. Alibek’s
book describes outbreaks of hemorrhagic fever in China in the
1980s that were caused by an accident in a lab “where Chinese
scientists were weaponizing viral diseases.”

In an interesting development, on January 28, as the
coronavirus virus was spreading to the United States and
Europe, the Department of Justice announced that Dr. Charles
Lieber, the Chair of Harvard University'’s Chemistry and
Chemical Biology Department, and two Chinese nationals had
been charged in connection with aiding Communist China.
(Lieber and his lawyers declined comment).

Lieber has his own Lieber Research Group at Harvard. The web
page says, “The Lieber group is focused broadly on science and
technology at the nanoscale, harnessing the unique physical
properties of novel nanomaterials to push scientific
boundaries in biology and medicine.”

What's fascinating are the “sponsors” listed on the bottom of
the page. They include the National Institutes of Health, the
Office of Naval Research, the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research, the Defense Advanced Projects Research Agency, and
MITRE, a “research and development” center claiming to be
“solving problems for a safer world.”

One of the Chinese nationals, according to the DO0J news
release,is alleged to have tried to smuggle vials of
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biological material in his socks that he obtained from the
Harvard-affiliated Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center.Another Chinese national, Yanging Ye, was identified as
a Lieutenant of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA), the armed
forces of the People’s Republic of China and member of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

We are being told by our media and their “fact-checkers” that
none of this has anything to do with the coronavirus.

But the sensational allegations in this reported case of
“academic espionage” are that Lieber, who became a “Strategic
Scientist” at Wuhan University of Technology (WUT) in China,
was getting paid big bucks to establish a research lab at WUT.
What’s more, the D0J said that Lieber has received more than
$15,000,000 in grant funding from the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and Department of Defense (DOD).

At a time when Congress seems eager to pile more billions of
dollars on the NIH, in order to fight coronavirus, shouldn’t
this scandal be investigated to find out where in fact the
money has been going, for what purpose, and to whom? Has
American expertise been tapped to make China’'s secret labs and
to engineer viruses to sicken and kill the people of the
United States and the world?

Note that a separate entity, the secretive and controversial
Wuhan Institute of Virology, has international “partners” that
include the NIH and Harvard.

Is there an American connection to coronavirus after all?
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