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In an era when American leaders routinely thunder about the
dangers posed by Chinese tech giants, few figures have been
more vocal than Texas Senator John Cornyn. From the dais of
the Senate Intelligence Committee to the Sunday talk-show
circuit, Cornyn has positioned himself as a China hawk without
peer — co-sponsoring bills to choke off semiconductor exports,
demanding the forced sale of TikTok, and warning that
Beijing’s long arm reaches into every server that stores
American data. Yet a detail buried in Texas Llobbying
disclosures has begun to undercut that carefully cultivated
image: Cornyn’s daughter, Haley Cornyn, works for a law firm
that counts Alibaba, the sprawling Chinese e-commerce and
cloud-computing colossus, among its paying clients.
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The
arrangement 1is
legal, of
course. Adult
children of
senators are
free to pursue
whatever
private-sector
careers they
choose, and
federal ethics rules focus on direct financial benefits to the
lawmaker, not on the client lists of relatives. But legality
and propriety are not the same thing, especially when the
senator in question sits on five of the most sensitive
committees in Congress — Finance, Judiciary, Intelligence,
Foreign Relations, and Budget — each of which regularly
handles legislation and oversight that can make or break
Chinese tech firms operating in the United States.

I

Alibaba is not some obscure startup. It is one of the world’s
largest collectors of consumer data, subject to the same
national-security laws that require every major Chinese
company to maintain internal Communist Party committees and to
hand over information upon demand by Beijing’s intelligence
apparatus. American agencies from the FBI to the Commerce
Department have spent years documenting how those legal
obligations create unavoidable back doors for the CCP. When
Texas passed its tough new Data Privacy and Security Act -
legislation that Attorney General Ken Paxton has wielded like
a hammer against China-linked apps and platforms — Alibaba did
not hesitate. It hired heavyweight lobbyists in Austin to
monitor, shape, and, when possible, soften the law’s impact.
One of those lobbyists works alongside Haley Cornyn at
Greenberg Traurig’s Texas office.

The retainer may be modest by K Street standards, but the



symbolism is enormous. Every time Senator Cornyn thunders
about the need to “decouple” from Chinese technology or boasts
of his role on the Intelligence Committee in exposing CCP
infiltration, opponents can now point to a single inconvenient
fact: the same Chinese tech giant he claims to distrust has a
direct financial relationship with his own daughter’s firm. It
is difficult to imagine a more jarring juxtaposition.

Cornyn’s defenders
will argue that he has
no control over his
adult daughter’s
career and that he has
scrupulously recused
himself from any
matter touching
Alibaba. Perhaps. Yet
recusal 1is a thin
shield when the mere

appearance of The Dallas Express
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grown weary of

watching Washington families monetize proximity to power while
the rest of the country is told to fear the very foreign
entities cutting the checks.

This is not a new story in American politics — family members
of both parties have long cashed in on famous last names — but
rarely has the contradiction been so stark. While Cornyn votes
to restrict Chinese access to American markets and data, his
daughter’s firm collects fees to help one of Beijing'’s
flagship companies navigate the regulatory obstacles he and



his allies helped erect. That is not a recusable conflict in
the technical sense; it is a credibility crisis in the
practical one.

In Texas, where distrust of China runs deep and where Attorney
General Ken Paxton has made confronting Chinese influence a
signature 1issue, the Alibaba contract lands like a gift-
wrapped primary weapon. Paxton, who has already opened
investigations into multiple China-based platforms under the
very law Alibaba is paying to influence, can now draw a
straight line from the senator’s family to the adversary he
claims to oppose. Expect that line to feature prominently in
mailers, radio spots, and debate stages between now and the
2026 Republican primary.

Senator Cornyn has spent years building a reputation as a
tough, uncompromising voice on China. But reputations are
fragile things, and nothing shatters them faster than the
quiet revelation that the crusader’s own household has a seat
at the table he spends his days trying to flip over. Voters
who cheered his hawkish rhetoric may now ask a simpler and far
more damaging question: If John Cornyn truly believes Alibaba
and its CCP entanglements represent a threat to American
security, why is his own daughter helping the company soften
the blow in Austin?

In the end, the issue may not be illegality; it is hypocrisy.
And in a political environment where trust is already in short
supply, the appearance of hypocrisy can be fatal.
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