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One of my favorite stories at Christmas time is A Christmas
Carol, by Charles Dickens, written in 1843, which has been re-
interpreted in many movies since then. It recounts the story
of Ebenezer Scrooge, an elderly miser who is visited by the
ghost of his former business partner Jacob Marley and the
spirits of Christmas Past, Present and Future. Their overall
message was to warn him to change his ways or face a terrible,
everlasting fate. After their visits, Scrooge is transformed
into a kinder, gentler man.

On Christmas day, when Scrooge awoke from the spirits’ visits,
he was overjoyed that he had not missed Christmas. No longer a
humbug to him, he anonymously sent a large turkey to his poor
clerk, Bob Cratchit, for Christmas dinner; he wished a “Merry
Christmas” to those he happened upon the street; and he went
to church and sang Christmas hymns of the birth of Jesus and
His saving power from sin and Satan.

Perhaps one of the most moving
scenes in the story was when he
went to his nephew Fred’s home.
Fred had often invited Scrooge
to Christmas dinner only to be
rebuffed  with  ill-mannered
contempt. He now wondered if he
would  be  accepted.  Tentatively
Scrooge knocked on the door and
was met by the housekeeper. He greeted her kindly but declined
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her offer to announce his arrival. He walked to the dining
room  door,  cautiously  opened  it,  and  peered  inside.  His
nephew, his wife and their friends were enjoying a sumptuous
Christmas feast with much gaiety and merriment. He cleared his
throat to announce his presence and said, “Fred, it’s I. It’s
your Uncle Scrooge. I’ve come to dinner. Will you have me,
Fred?”

Fred said with amazement and joy as he sprang to his feet,
“Bless my soul! Have you? Of course, we’ll have you!” Grinning
from ear to ear, Fred grasped Scrooge’s hand and shook it
vigorously in wholehearted welcome. Then Scrooge walked over
to Fred’s wife at the end of the dinner table, contritely held
his hand to his heart, and said, “And you, my dear. Can you
forgive a stupid old man who doesn’t want to be left out in
the cold anymore? Will you take me in?” With a kind smile she
rose  to  her  feet  and  said,  “Merry  Christmas,  Uncle!”  She
kissed him on both cheeks and laughed as all around the table
happily said, “Merry Christmas!” In that moment Scrooge truly
felt that the joy of Christmas, of family and friends, and the
love they shared was for him, too.

When God made a covenant with Abraham, and later with his
descendants, He said that in him all the families of the earth
would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3). In the covenant He made
with Israel at Sinai, some of the purposes of God was to
reveal  His  holy  character  through  a  distinct  people,  the
descendants of Abraham, Israel; reveal the innate sinfulness
of humanity; provide forgiveness through sacrifices/offerings
for those placing their faith in the God of Israel; and show
that because all fall short of God’s standard of holiness, we
need to rely solely on His mercy and grace. And according to
God’s mercy and grace, from God’s covenant people came Jesus
the Messiah to bless all the nations of the earth.

This can be seen in Isaiah 49:5-6:

“And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be His



Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be
gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD,
and My God is My strength), He says, ‘It is too small a thing
that You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make
You a light of the nations so that My salvation may reach to
the end of the earth.’”

In this passage the Servant of the Lord (Jesus) not only
restores the descendants of Israel, but also reaches out to
the Gentiles by taking God’s salvation to the ends of the
earth. It was the intent of the Lord to make Israel a beacon
of light to the world so that message of salvation through
Jesus Christ would go to all the peoples of the world. They
too would know that it is for them, too!

Even though Jesus told the Syrophoenician woman whose daughter
was tormented by demons that He came only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel (Matthew 15:21-28), He granted her request
and  healed  her  daughter  because  of  her  great  faith.  He
preached the gospel to a Samaritan city (John 4:7-42). When a
Roman centurion sought Jesus to heal his beloved servant,
Jesus honored His request due to his great faith, even adding
that in the kingdom of heaven many would come from the east
and west and dine with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Matthew
8:5-13).  Jesus  gave  other  indications  that  His  power  and
compassion encompasses all people. At the end of His earthly
ministry  Jesus  commissioned  His  disciples  to  proclaim  the
gospel to all the nations (Matthew 28:16-30).

Jesus said He was the Good Shepherd, and He predicted that His
flock would expand beyond the Jewish people to include the
Gentiles. (John 10:14-16) But it took some time for the early
church  to  recognize  that  salvation  was  available  to  the
Gentiles. The Jewish Christians who fled the persecution in
Jerusalem went into the Gentile regions of Phoenicia, Cyprus,
and Antioch, but they were “speaking the word to no one except
to Jews alone” (Acts 11:19). Even though commissioned by Jesus



Himself  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations,  Peter  was
hesitant to bring the gospel to a Gentile household. But God
made it clear to him that Cornelius should not be considered
unholy or unclean, but that salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ alone was for him and his family, too (Acts 10).

The Apostle Paul in Romans 11 showed how God has not rejected
His people, Israel, but has turned their unbelief into a means
to bring salvation to the Gentiles. And in doing so cause
jealousy among the Jewish people to bring them to faith in
Jesus in the end.

“For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this
mystery—so  that  you  will  not  be  wise  in  your  own
estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all
Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER
WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”
“THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.”
From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your
sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved
for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of
God are irrevocable. For just as you once were disobedient to
God,  but  now  have  been  shown  mercy  because  of  their
disobedience, so these also now have been disobedient, that
because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown
mercy. For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may
show mercy to all.” (Romans 11:25-32)

In Ephesians 3:1-7 he says,

“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the
sake  of  you  Gentiles—if  indeed  you  have  heard  of  the
stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; that
by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I
wrote before in brief. By referring to this, when you read you
can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in
other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it



has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the
Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and
fellow  members  of  the  body,  and  fellow  partakers  of  the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, of which I was
made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which
was given to me according to the working of His power.”

Paul is so overwhelmed with awe at the majesty, wisdom, and
greatness of God that all he can do is worship and praise Him:

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable
His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO
BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT
MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him and through Him
and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”
(Romans 11:33-36)

Do you feel like you are out in the cold and desire rest for
your  soul?  Do  you  have  any  deep-seated  uneasiness  in  the
beliefs that you hold or a religious organization to which you
belong because you are unsure whether you have done enough to
make it to heaven?

Jesus says,

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR
SOULS. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew
11:28-30)

“Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  he  who  hears  My  word,  and
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come
into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.” (John
5:24)

Forgiveness  and  reconciliation  with  God  only  come  through
trusting in Jesus Christ. Trust in Him alone and know true



rest, reconciliation with God, and assurance of salvation for
your soul.

It is for you, too!
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