
Latin  American  Invasion  of
‘Kissing  Bugs’  Spreading
Deadly And Dangerous Disease
In U.S.

By NWV Senior Political News Writer, Jim Kouri

“These blood-sucking parasites spread a dangerous sometimes
deadly illness called Chagas disease. The disease, which has
spread to the U.S., was previously only found in Central and
South  America  as  well  as  Mexico.”  –  Centers  for  Disease
Control (CDC)

During  the  national  debate  regarding  illegal  immigration,
especially  from  south  of  the  U.S.-Mexico  border,  the
politically-correct news media, the left-wing politicians and
those who favor a limited amount of sovereignty are quick to
quash any mention of contagious diseases emanating from Latin
American countries.

According to experts on communicable diseases, Chagas disease,
a  potentially  life-threatening  disease  caused  by  the
parasite Trypanosoma cruzi, has become a concern in the United
States as a result of mass immigration from Latin America
where Chagas disease is endemic.

The parasite is called “the kissing bug” by first-responders
or “disease detectives” at the Centers for Disease Control
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(CDC)  who  are  monitoring  cases  of  the  disease  within  the
United States.

Studies indicate between 50 percent and 64 percent of kissing
bugs carry the deadly parasite that causes Chagas, which is
considered a major neglected tropical disease, according to
the  U.S.  National  Library  of  Medicine.  The  World  Health
Organization  estimates  that  8  to  10  million  people  are
infected worldwide, mostly in Latin America.

It is estimated that as many as 8 million people living in
Mexico, and Central and South America have this disease. Most
cases of Chagas disease found in the United States are chronic
infections, but rare cases of acute congenital infections and
autochthonous vector-borne transmission have been reported

To understand how data are collected and used, a review of
state-level public health surveillance for Chagas disease was
conducted  through  semistructured  interviews  with  health
officials  in  six  states  (Arizona,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,
Mississippi  Tennessee,  and  Texas)  where  Chagas  disease  is
reportable and one (Massachusetts) where it was previously
reportable.

States  implemented  surveillance
in  response  to  blood  donor
screening for Chagas disease and
to identify how the disease if
transmitted. Many states reported
primarily chronic cases and had
limited  ability  to  respond  to
local transmission because acute
cases were infrequently reported.

Surveillance  remains  important  in  states  with  large



populations of illegal immigrants or frequent travelers from
countries with endemic disease and for states with a risk for
local transmission.

Surveillance efforts can also help increase awareness among
providers and assist in linking patients with Chagas disease
to  treatment  to  help  prevent  cardiac  and  gastrointestinal
complications.

Chagas disease can cause a sudden, brief illness (acute), or
it may be a long-lasting (chronic) condition. Symptoms range
from mild to severe, although many people don’t experience
symptoms until they reach the chronic stage.

Acute phase

The acute phase of Chagas disease, which lasts for weeks or
months, is often symptom-free. When signs and symptoms do
occur, they are usually mild and may include:

Swelling at the infection site
Fever
Fatigue
Rash
Body aches
Eyelid swelling
Headache
Loss of appetite
Nausea, diarrhea or vomiting
Swollen glands
Enlargement of your liver or spleen

Chagas  disease  can  cause  life-threatening  heart  issues,
including  heart  disease,  strokes,  arrhythmias  and  cardiac
arrest. About one-third of those infected will develop chronic
heart disease, according to the American Hospital Association.



“Early  detection  of
Chagas  disease  is
critical,  allowing
prompt  initiation  of
therapy  when  the
evidence  for  cure  is
strong,”  Caryn  Bern,
professor  of
epidemiology  and
biostatistics  at  the
University  of
California in San Francisco, warned in an online statement.

“While nearly 70 percent of people infected don’t notice any
symptoms, studies of past cases have noted they can include
fever, lethargy, aches, rashes, swollen glands and a bump
around the bite.”

Doctors can detect the disease through a simple blood test. If
the infection is caught early enough, medications should be
able to treat it. “If untreated, infection is lifelong and can
be life threatening,” the CDC warns.

So far, a total of 11 species of kissing bugs have been
spotted in the U.S. — the majority of which are concentrated
in states along the U.S.-Mexico border. However, they’ve been
documented  in  at  least  28  states  across  the  country,  a
research team at Texas A&M found.

“Previous studies have found that, on average, 50% of kissing
bugs  are  infected  with  the  Chagas  parasite,”  the  Texas
researchers wrote on a website that details their extensive
studies of the insects.
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